Cut to Meth Helpline will cost state in the long-term
The Government has cut $154,000 in

since it began operating in 2016. Its

funding from the Meth Helpline, as part

team of trained counsellors provide

of the 2018-19 State Budget. This will

advice and support, and pointers for

come at great cost to the state both

navigating the system, 24 hours a day.

economically and socially. Many
people at crisis point will now find their
calls for help unanswered.
More than 7000 Western Australians
have reached out to the Meth Helpline

Despite the critical need for this
frontline service, weekly counsellor
shifts have now been slashed from 75
to 65.
We know that regional WA has the
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highest levels of methamphetamine
consumption in the country, at double the
national average. Reducing the Helpline’s
capacity will have a potentially disastrous
impact on people living in the regions, where
access to face-to-face support is limited.
Getting help when a person is ready is a key
determinant to the success of interventions,
as outlined in the Government’s own
Methamphetamine Action Plan Taskforce
community consultation report – What the
Taskforce Heard. Windows of opportunity are
now more likely to be missed.
The cut is at odds with the interim findings
from the Sustainable Health Review. The cut
also contradicts the directions outlined in the
widely endorsed WA Mental Health, Alcohol
and Other Drug Plan 2015-2025.
To use the words of one of my frustrated
constituents, why is it that the minute
something is working, it is taken away?
We need to be investing more, not less, in
frontline services, which tackle the scourge of
meth in this state.

Alison discusses the social and economic impacts of cutting funding to the state’s Meth Helpline

New TAFE student management system puts pressure on staff

TAFE has been through a major restruc-

ture over the last couple of years. One of
the planned changes was to standardise
the computer systems in use to manage
students across the colleges.
The new Student Management System is
supposed to be a one-stop shop for students, administration and lecturing staff.
Instead the implementation has been
plagued by poor communication, insuffi-

cient training and technical hiccups.
Combined, this has led to extreme pressure

tasks in the system before giving up and
keeping their records on paper.

on lecturers and administration staff as

The difficulties and delays with the system

they struggle to get students properly en-

meant that TAFE student numbers report-

rolled, try and fail to mark attendance and

ed to the National Centre for Vocational

struggle at the end of the term to get re-

Education Research for first semester

sults into the system by the deadline.

were not accurate.

The people most directly affected and frus-

I have called on the government to not roll
out the system any further until these issues are resolved.

trated by this new system have told me
stories of spending hours trying to do basic

Welcome

which help tackle meth addiction in this

Corrective Services, notably with the

state. The community expects it – and

Inspector for Custodial Services’

down by the Government as part of

deserves it.

response to an Amnesty International

the 2018-19 State Budget are only

In response to contact from lecturers

The full effect of the cuts handed

now becoming clear, following the
winter Parliamentary recess.

and support staff, I have been using the

investigation into prisoner treatment at
Banksia Hill Detention Centre.

Parliamentary tools at my disposal to

Planning for North Metro has also

drill down into the debacle of the

become a prominent issue, with

implementation of the TAFE student

constituents in Subiaco and Nedlands

of particular concern. Tightening the

management system.

contacting me frequently to share their

belt in this area threatens to negatively

The new standardised computer system

The loss of funding from frontline
services within the Health portfolio is

affect the whole community.

concerns about urban infill planning.

has been plagued with issues and I have

Alas, there is still no significant

called on the Government to hold off on

progress on our move to my new office.

rolling the system out until the issues

We are now down to just myself and

socially and economically.

have been resolved.

one other staff member still in the

Any cut to early intervention services

Elsewhere, it has been business as usual

Cutting $154,000 from the State’s
Meth Helpline, for example, will cost us

designed to help people navigate the

within my portfolios and community

system are short-sighted. We need to

work.

be investing more, not less, in services

There has been much going on within

Following the opening of the official

manufacturing industries from the 1920s

memorial at Solidarity Park for the

until it was banned.

victims of Wittenoom, I spoke in
Parliament of the need to urgently
prioritise reform in compensation laws
for victims of asbestosis and their
families.
Around 20,000 people lived and worked
in Wittenoom between 1943 and 1966.
Asbestos was used in building and

running in our wager to name the
correct moving in date.
We’ll wait and see what November has
in store!

Port Samson and Fremantle Port
workers were exposed to asbestos

Western Australia’s history of asbestos

fibres during shipping. Thousands of

mining is horrific.

people, over many generations, have

Lang Hancock’s blue asbestos surface mine

died from excruciating asbestos-

opened in 1937 using the Banyjima people

related diseases.

for labour.

The State Government knew about the

The gorges had regular visitors and held

dangers of asbestos to health as far

school excursions.

Shameful history at Wittenoom remembered

back as 1935. The history of failing to
address the tragedy of asbestosis in
this country is shameful.
In its report Provisional Damages and
Damages for Gratuitous Services, the
Law Reform Commission of WA gives
in principle support to a number of
reforms.
Speaking in Parliament, I urged the
Attorney General to consider in a
timely manner the report’s
recommendations, with a focus on the
effects on victims of asbestosis.
There are practical things the
Government and Parliament can do to
support people. I look forward to
seeing reform in this space.
I attended the unveiling of the memorial for
victims and their families of the Wittenoom
mining disaster, at Solidarity Park on 18
August. I’m pictured with Robert Vojakovic,
founder and President of the Asbestos
Diseases Society of Australia

Residents’ concerns over infill targets for western suburbs councils
A number of local government areas
that fall within my electorate are in
the throes of updating their Local
Planning Schemes.
Perth has a number of large-scale
strategic documents that are
reviewed and updated on a regular
basis. The document we are
currently working with is Perth and
Peel @ 3.5 Million, which describes a
city that is steadily increasing in
density.
The Sub-strategies detail how each
region of Perth and Peel are
expected to grow and to do their
parts in ensuring that population
growth is handled appropriately.
We are all concerned about the types
of infill development that takes place
on an ad-hoc basis that brings little,

Genevieve Binnie of Save Subiaco and Margaret Harper deliver the Rokeby Road South Directions report

The communities of both Cities are

place at the old Princess Margaret Hospital

extremely unsupportive of the revised

site, through the East Subiaco project and

plans. The City of Nedlands has refused to

with the redevelopment of the market site

make the changes and has resubmitted

puts them well on track to their initial infill

“We have seen poorly

their original document to the WAPC.

targets.

planned infill take place

The City of Subiaco has received nearly

There is no need to rush this process and I
have called on the Minister to pause
changes to the local planning schemes

if any real benefit to the community,
but results in substantial loss of
amenity.

across Perth resulting in
a massive loss of canopy
and increase in traffic

1000 submissions about the WAPC’s
vision of the future of Subiaco, the vast
majority of which we anticipate will be
opposed to the WAPC’s rezonings.

and parking issues”

This process is happening in the shadow of

Both the Cities of Subiaco and

planning system. A Green Paper was

Nedlands consulted closely with

recently released that identified and

their communities to develop new

proposed solutions to many of the issues

Local Planning Schemes that met

that I see again and again when I talk to my

the infill requirements of Perth and

constituents about their concerns.

Peel @ 3.5 Million. These schemes
were sent back from the WA
Planning Commission with huge
additional areas earmarked for
increased density.
The City of Nedlands has been asked
to absorb nearly double the number
of people expected in our strategic
planning documents. The City of
Subiaco has been asked to absorb
1.5 times the number of people.

a major Government overhaul of the entire

Three Oceans decision
frustrating
I have been asking questions about the
process that has led to the Three Oceans
high-rise development being approved in
Scarborough. The Metropolitan
Redevelopment Authority meaningfully

Design standards around apartment blocks

engaged the community to create the over-

and landscaping are in draft, with further

arching policies and schemes for the

documents regarding the design of

Scarborough redevelopment and the

precincts and neighbourhoods in

revamped area is a delight to visit.

development.

It has been beyond frustrating to see this

This paper also recommended that Local

approach abandoned and these double-

Governments pause their reviews of
planning process while the review takes
place.
In the City of Subiaco particularly, the
development that is already due to take

height towers approved. It is problematic
to see the developer paid $25,000 for
access to Ministers through the Leaders
Forum. Communities deserve certainty in
planning and transparency around
decision making.

Worrying statistics highlighted on International Overdose Awareness Day
On August 31 I attended a formal
gathering to mark International
Overdose Awareness Day (IOD).
IOD raises awareness of overdose to
reduce the stigma of drug related
deaths. It acknowledges the grief
experienced by families and friends,
while remembering those who have died
or have a permanent injury as a result of
drug overdose.
The statistics present an alarming, often
surprising, picture. Twenty years ago
the most common drug causing
accidental death was heroin. Today,
prescription opioids are the most
common cause of death.

Crosses to remember those who have died as a result
of overdose (above)
With Health Promotion Officer Ruth Wernham at the
Peer-Based Harm Reduction WA morning tea on
International Overdose Awareness Day (right)

Huge relief as Moora

Save Rural Education and Reverse the

Passing of two bills

Residential College saved

Education Cuts groups.

It came as an enormous relief to families

September, I urged the Minister for

and businesses, which stood to be affected

Education to now reconsider the

by the closure of Moora Residential College,

remaining cuts to Education funding,

but still much to do

when the Government announced the

including to Tuart and Canning

school would remain open.

Colleges, Landsdale Farm School,

Two bills passed the Parliament

This was a step in the right direction for the
Government, in the days after I spoke to a
motion put forward in Parliament
condemning cuts to the Education budget.
I extend my warm congratulations to the
individuals and community groups who
campaigned tirelessly to save Moora

Following the announcement on 4

Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre, and
our community kindies and camp
schools.
The remaining cuts are incredibly bad

brings improvements
to workers’ safety—

that significantly increase penalties
for workplace safety offences – the
Occupational Safety and Health
Amendment Bill 2017 and the
Mines Safety and Inspection

decisions, which will have a terrible

Amendment Bill 2017.

impact on current and future Western

These bills are an interim measure

Australian students.

while the Ministerial Advisory Panel

College, including the Save Moora College,

on Work Health and Safety develops
a WA version of the model Work
Safety and Health Act. While I

Children leaving care need more support: Auditor Gen

wholeheartedly supported the Bills, I

In August the Auditor General released a report identifying significant gaps in support

delay in adopting the model

provided to young people leaving out of home care. An appalling 65% of young people

legislation here.

leaving care who are eligible for support are not getting it, placing them at greater risk of
homelessness and unemployment. The Auditor General also found care plans are not
timely and do not consider critical needs like housing, education, employment and
contingency plans.
Children and young people in out of home care are some of the most vulnerable,
traumatised and disadvantaged people within our community. It is unacceptable that
they are not receiving adequate care and support when the government is supposed to
be assuming the role as their parent. I will continue to call on the Government to provide
better support to these young people to ensure their successful transition into adulthood.

also drew attention to the woeful

For too long WA workers have been
at a disadvantage compared to the
rest of the country, except Victoria.
I also drew attention to my Bill
which seeks to introduce the
offence of Industrial Manslaughter
in to the Criminal Code – a measure
that would also contribute to
making WA workplaces safer.

Funding certainty crucial to ensure
future of WA Men’s Sheds
I met with the chairperson and the executive director of Men’s
Sheds WA, who raised concerns about the funding uncertainty
facing the organisation. The benefits of Men’s Sheds to the health

Telethon Kids Institute opening

and mental health of many men in the community is wellestablished.
There are 170 sheds across the state, 120 of which are in regional
areas and the organisation has more members than the Rotary
Club and Freemasons combined. Incredibly, despite the fact that it
is so well recognised that the work it is doing is important, it is
heading for a funding crisis because it does not fit neatly into the
remit for any one Government agency.
In 2017, Men’s Sheds of WA became another victim of the
Department of Health’s funding cuts because it no longer met the
department’s strategic direction. It is now funded solely by the
Department of Local Government, Heritage, Culture and the Arts
but that funding is only guaranteed to the end of 2018. I spoke in
Parliament on the need to ensure funding certainly for this vital
organisation.

Kids Helpline must be adequately

It was a privilege to attend the opening of the excellent new digs for

resourced to meet demand

regularly refer to TKI’s ground-breaking work in children’s health and

the Telethon Kids Institute on 1 September. In my advocacy, I
mental health.

My questions in Estimates revealed that 56% of calls to the Kids
Helpline telephone counselling service in 2017 went unanswered.
This is of particular concern as the Helpline has established a

WA YMCA Youth Parliament morning tea

reputation as a first point of contact for children and young
people who need urgent advice. Despite funding for this service
being at an all-time high, it is clearly not enough. Demand is
increasing and the needs of callers are increasingly complex.
Crisis lines, particularly those which are advertised, must have
the resourcing they need to meet demand.
In Parliament, I called on the Federal Government to top-up
funding for the Kids Helpline, to ensure children and young
people get the support they need, when they need it.

Permanency in public sector roles
welcomed
I welcomed the Premier’s announcement that up to 13,000 public
sector staff will be considered for permanency. The Greens have
long advocated for the Government to address increasing levels
of insecure work, and this is a good start.
This move does not, however, make up for the Government’s
earlier disastrous decision to cut 3,000 FTE positions from our
public service. Forcing the public service to bear the brunt of
budget savings measures directly contradicts the ALP’s election

Hosting the WA YMCA Youth Parliament morning tea at Parliament
House on 12 July, before presiding over debate in the chamber. Such

promise of new jobs, and has undermined our public service and

articulate young people give me confidence in the future of politics in

directly impacted on frontline service delivery.

WA!

Hopes that expungement will lead to true
equality for LGBTIQ Western Australians
I was very pleased to be able to

were held back from paths that

speak on the important Historical

were not chosen because of the

Homosexual Convictions

fear of being ‘found out.’

Expungement Bill 2017, which
passed the Parliament in late
August. Making homosexuality
illegal was state-based
discrimination, which resulted in
deep distress and harm.

The Greens have always stood
for equal rights for LGBTIQ
people. We believe that freedom
of sexuality is a fundamental
human right. Acceptance and
celebration of diverse sexualities

Criminal convictions affected

are essential for genuine social

people’s job prospects and their

justice and equality.

capacity to travel to certain
countries. People were obliged to
disclose convictions again and
again. The presence of anti-gay
laws not only negatively affected
those who were convicted, but
had far-reaching social impacts.
The wider community at the time
felt legitimised in its homophobia
because WA law facilitated it.
Perth newspaper The Truth used
to publicly humiliate men
convicted of homosexual
offences. People lived in fear and

Let us hope the passage of the
Expungement Bill and marriage
equality legislation are
precursors to finally removing all
other legal discrimination against
LGBTIQ people. Specifically,
religious exemptions granted to
private religious schools under
the Equal Opportunity Act, which
allow legal discrimination against
LGBTIQ stuff, students and
parents, must be repealed and
replaced.

Wear it Purple Day—Empower
Together
Jocasta, Kirsten and I showed our solidarity with members of the
LGBTIQ community on Friday 31 August by wearing purple. We were
just missing staffers Leigh and Arran, who weren’t in the office!

OICS responds to

for young people in Banksia Hill. Poor

provided to prisoners and young people in

Amnesty concerns for

record keeping practices at Banksia Hill

our justice system. Despite there now

prisoners at Banksia

meant that the Inspector lacked

being 1,854 more prisoners than in 2011-

information that should have been

12, there is just ONE more psychologist,

available. This represents an appalling

ONE more prison counsellor and 2.23

lack of transparency and accountability

additional mental health nurses.

Hill
The Inspector of Custodial Services

when dealing with our most vulnerable

This means that there are fewer

(OICS) was recently asked by the

children and young people.

Minister for Corrective Services to

I have called for an urgent review of the

were in 2011. Other questions uncovered

Young Offenders Act 1994 (WA) to

the fact that young people are being kept in

ensure there are robust governance

Banksia Hill Detention Centre because

requirements and protections for

there are no places for them in drug and

children and young people in youth

alcohol services in the community.

justice detention.

Detention in a maximum security facility

investigate complaints made by
Amnesty International Australia
about the treatment of two young
people in Banksia Hill Detention
Centre.
The Inspector’s report, delivered in
August, found young people in
Banksia Hill Detention Centre had
been held in solitary confinement
against international conventions.
It also detailed a continuing lack of
acceptable education services,
support and rehabilitative programs

Health and mental
health care inadequate
As a result of questions I have been
asking in Parliament, I have been
uncovering more and more examples of
the astonishing lack of services

psychologists per prisoner today than there

like Banksia Hill is supposed to be a last
resort, not a convenient default option.
The failure to provide adequate programs
and services for prisoners and young
people in youth justice means their
rehabilitation needs are not being met and
they are likely to remain incarcerated for
longer and return more frequently.

Community Resource Centres backflip
I was very pleased to learn of the Government’s decision to listen to the
community and continue to fully fund Community Resource Centres
(CRCs). CRCs provide vital services in regional communities and the
Government’s initial decision to cut their funding was short-sighted and
ill-considered.
If adequate consultation had been undertaken before this decision was
made, I firmly believe the Government would not have announced these
cuts and put these communities through months of turmoil and
uncertainty. It is fantastic the government has finally seen sense, being
prepared to reverse poor decisions is a positive thing.

Highnitch and her calf, Splash, died after becoming entangled in
fishing line. Picture courtesy of Parks and Wildlife/Twitter

Swan River health questions
I noted with great sadness the deaths of Highnitch the
dolphin and Splash her calf, both of whom died after
being entangled in abandoned fishing line for months.

Protesting five years of offshore detention
My son and I protested five years of Australia’s barbaric offshore detention policy, at the
Refugee Rights Action Network WA’s rally on 21 July. As devastating news continues to
come out of Manus Island and Nauru about the physical and mental condition of prisoners,
including children, it is more urgent than ever that we get people to Australia. Picture
courtesy of Kikei Dot Net Photography

Redress needed for medically retired
officers
I recently met with George Tilbury, President of the WA Police Union, to
lend my support to the Unions calls for a workers’ compensation
scheme for medically retired police officers.
Police are working in an increasingly challenging environment, and it is
unacceptable that they are not able to access ongoing support once
they leave the Service.
At this stage, the Government’s focus is on putting a redress scheme in
place for already medically retired officers but as yet no details have
been released on what this scheme will look like. I have asked questions
in Parliament about this and will continue to call on the government to
progress both redress and compensation schemes for police officers as
a matter of urgency.

I have been asking questions about the health of the
river and our much beloved dolphin population. I
continue to support Hon Robin Chapple’s Bill to
remove single-use plastics from our environment. It is
vitally important that we stop all types of pollution
from getting into the Swan River.

GST top-up must be for services
Following the Federal Government’s announcement
in early July that it would top-up WA’s share of the
GST, I urged the State Government to prioritise the
urgent re-funding the essential services, which have
been cut in the 2018-19 State Budget and across the
forward estimates.
Since the McGowan Government came to power,
there have been devastating cuts to education,
training, health, mental health, child protection and
corrective services. Although this has been largely in
response to the appalling state of WA’s finances,
many of the cuts have been devastating for Western
Australians and their communities. It is also vital
that we do not see cuts to critical programs such as
the NDIS, or winding back of health or education
funding, because of the GST top-up.

Services needed to prevent veterans
becoming homeless
During the last parliamentary sitting period I was pleased to
speak to a motion about employment transition and
homelessness amongst our veterans. A key focus of my
contribution was about how untreated mental health disorders
are a key driver for the over-representation of veterans
experiencing homelessness.
A recent Senate Inquiry found that nearly half of all veterans
leaving the Defence Force will experience a mental health
disorder within five years of leaving the forces. Despite this, only
one in ten veterans access help. There is a clear need for
services that smooth the transition out of the Forces and reduce
the risk of mental health conditions developing in the first place.

Meeting with Unions WA along with Adam Bandt MP, to discuss the
Greens response to the organisation’s Change the Rules campaign

Road trauma prevention ideas
In mid-July I met with the impressive Dr Sudhakar Rao, the
State Director of Trauma based at Royal Perth Hospital. In
addition to being an outstanding clinician, Dr Rao is also
passionate about trauma prevention.
I asked to meet with Dr Rao to better understand the key
challenges in this area, and to add weight to my calls for
greater investment into programs that aim to prevent
accidents. Dr Rao proposed a number of road safety
initiatives such as increasing the number of point-to-point
speed cameras and banning the sale of second hand helmets.

Attending a DFAT briefing at Parliament on Australia’s international

My office is now looking into these proposals further.

agenda
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Bills debated

Alcohol and Other Drugs
Community Services
Corrective Services
Disability
Education
Electoral Affairs
Family and Domestic Violence
Gambling
Health
Industrial Relations
Integrity of Government
Law and Order
Mental Health
Multicultural Affairs
Pay Equity
Public Sector
Seniors and Aging
Sexuality and Gender Diversity
Suicide Prevention
Training
Volunteering
Women
Worker Safety
Youth

APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2018-19) BILL
2018 APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2018-19) BILL
2018
CORONERS AMENDMENT BILL 2017
COURTS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2017
EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES NATIONAL
LAW (WA) AMENDMENT BILL 2018
HISTORICAL HOMOSEXUAL CONVICTIONS
EXPUNGEMENT BILL 2017
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH
AMENDMENT BILL 2017 MINES SAFETY AND
INSPECTION AMENDMENT BILL 2017
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