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WA state Government caved under the pressure of industry
groups resulting in the Environmental Protection Authority
(EPA) withdrawing new guidelines which would have
increased scrutiny over emissions, as well as requiring larger
projects to offset their emissions.
As I noted in Parliament, the speed at which the Premier leapt
to the side of industry raises a whole series of concerns the
Greens have about political donations. I do not want to see
any government, state or federal, effectively becoming
compromised in its capacity to do the right thing because it
has become too cosy with industry as a result of donations
given directly to the party.
In March I attended my second school strike for climate.
Once again I came away from the event feeling inspired and
invigorated by the passion and determination of these young
people. We need to listen to what they are saying – they
recognise how vital it is that we act now.
As I write this, 23 former fire and emergency chiefs from
around the country have put their names to a joint statement
demanding action on climate change. This is a very welcome
development and yet makes our Government’s stance all the
more infuriating. The Government needs to stop pandering to
Climate change has been a significant focus over the last
couple of months. As well it needs to be – there is absolutely
no question that climate change is an emergency. The
Australian National University recently released the latest in a
series of annual publications reporting on a range of
environmental indicators, Australia’s Environment 2018. It is
distressing (although unfortunately not surprising) to learn
that 2018 was the worst year yet, with many indicators falling
even

further

into

the

red.

Other

recent

reporting

demonstrates that Western Australia’s greenhouse gas
emissions have seen the most rapid increase of any
Australian jurisdiction, rising more than 27% in the last 15
years.
Given this data, it is absolutely outrageous that instead of
providing the strong leadership we so desperately need, the

political donors and listen instead to what young people, fire
chiefs, and the broader community are saying – we need to
get serious about tackling climate change, now.
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I will continue to call on the

Making nests at the Herdsman Lake
Wildlife Centre for their Family Fun Day
The Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre plays an
irreplaceable role in educating children and young
people about our wetlands and ecological threats to
our wildlife. They lost their Education Department
funding last year despite the fact that environmental
education has never been more critical.

Genevieve Binnie of Save Subiaco and Margaret

This funding needs to be reinstated and we are working
with the WA Gould League again to make this happen.
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are compounding the impacts of the

Regulating gig work: is there a role

for State Governments?
I was very pleased to meet and hear from Associate
Professor Sarah Kaine, Research Director: Future of
Work, Organising and Enterprise in the Centre for
Business and Social Innovation (UTS Business
School), who has been researching the role that State
Governments can play in regulating the gig economy.
Gig workers are routinely denied basic workers’
rights. This is a challenge all levels of government
need to tackle.
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Greyhounds
One of the perks of having the animal welfare portfolio is that I get to hang
out with greyhounds again. I was very pleased to meet with Andrea Pollard
from the advocacy group Free the Hounds and her gorgeous dogs Misty
and Leah.
Andrea gave me her insights into the current state of the greyhound
industry. We agreed that while the government has made some attempts
to reform the industry their actions have not gone far enough. Greyhounds
continue to be over bred, subject to horrific racing injuries and euthanised
at unacceptable rates.

It is an inherently cruel sport and one we will

continue to campaign to bring end to, and I raised this in Parliament.
Photo: Andrea from Free the Hounds visiting the office with the gorgeous Misty and Leah

Political donations reform
Greens around Australia have been looking into corporate

we will know who has funded which political parties. 7-day

political donations in increasing detail.

reporting has already been instituted in Queensland. There is no

Western Australian political parties largely report to the

reason we can’t do it here.

Australian Electoral Commission, rather than to the Western

I moved in Parliament that we needed to urgently address the

Australian Electoral Commission – which means that they

huge flaws in the reporting regimes – and I was sadly
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unsurprised that this motion was voted down. However the

was $13,500 in 2017-18). For example, Ernst and Young have

Government did commit to working towards increased

listed over $46,000 of donations to the WA Liberal Party in 2017

reporting frequency, lowering the disclosure threshold and

-18 – whereas the WA Liberal Party for that period has not

working through COAG to improve the Federal reporting

disclosed any donations from Ernst and Young.

regimes.

The biggest concern about this is that both returns are most

The Greens continue to speak against the corrupting influence

likely conforming to the rules. This lack of transparency is

of corporate donations and I will continue to work towards
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donations system.

It is not until well after an election campaign has finished that

Aboriginal youth suicide
I have now made five speeches in Parliament unpicking the contents of the
Coroner’s report of her inquest into Aboriginal child suicides in the Kimberley;
firstly providing a general overview to Parliament, and then discussing the
report in light of the issues it raises in the areas of mental health services,
fetal alcohol spectrum disorder, youth justice and education. It is very clear
that agencies missed multiple opportunities to intervene and improve the
lives of these children. The Government has indicated it will provide its
response to the report in the coming months – and in the meantime,
devastatingly, more Aboriginal children have lost their lives to suicide this
year.

Vale Karen Merrin
It was an absolute privilege to know and work with Karen Merrin who for years ran the
Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre. Karen, who lost a long battle with cancer in
March, was a true champion of the community legal sector and will be sadly missed by
many people, including myself. I also have fond memories of Karen facilitating our Reps
Meetings in the first years of the Greens WA. Vale Karen.
Photo: Karen and I at the Women’s Resource and Engagement Network last year

World Social Work Day 2019
The 19th of March was World Social Work day. Social
Workers do extraordinarily valuable work with some of the
most vulnerable members of our community.
I have been calling for the registration of social workers for
a very long time. Registration would provide greater
confidence that our social workers are qualified and
conform to ethical practice standards, and it would provide
greater protections for people accessing their services.

Autism Awareness Day 2019
The 2nd of April was World Autism Day. It is estimated that
about one in 160 people have some form of autism
spectrum diagnosis - that equates to around 125 000

Supporting the rally for the National Day of Action on 10 April
2019 for the Change the Rules campaign.

people with autism in Australia, and 500 000 families

Protecting health data

directly affected.

The Auditor General investigated the Department of Health’s

As I noted in Parliament, World Autism Day provides us with
a reminder to speak out against discrimination, celebrate
neurodiversity within our community and strengthen our
commitment to the full inclusion and participation of people
with autism.

Patient Medical Record System in 2018. A number of concerns
around the controls protecting sensitive information were
found. I have queried the progress of implementing the
required changes and I am not satisfied with the response. I
will continue to follow up to ensure that your sensitive medical
records are appropriately protected.

Campaign for pay equity
The 8th of March marked yet another International Women’s
Day and an opportunity for us to reflect upon progress made
towards pay equity in Western Australia.

Disappointingly,

when it comes to the gender pay gap, the past year has
brought little change.

The latest statistics show that the

gender pay gap remains stable at around 22% in Western
Australia while the national gap is at 14.6% down from 15.3%
from the year before. Unfortunately this means we retain our
position as the state with the widest gender pay gap in the
country. This is a completely unacceptable state of affairs –
as well at the immediate impacts of earning less than our
male counterparts too many women are retiring with
inadequate superannuation and other retirement savings
because of the great disparity in earnings. Clearly the
McGowan government needs to step up its efforts in
achieving better outcomes for women.
One way of reducing the gap is to ensure there is a strong
legislative base so that women can pursue legal recourse in
instances where they are not fairly paid for work of equal or
comparable value to men. In the absence of government
action I introduced a private members bill into Parliament last
year that, if passed, will allow the WA Industrial Relations
Commission to hear pay equity cases and make enforceable
equal remuneration orders. If you would like to support my
campaign please go to my website and print the petition and
collect signatures to support the bill.

Photo: Supporting the fight for equality at the 2019 International Women’s
Day Rally

Hate crimes
Hate crimes are motivated by prejudice based on a person’s
race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or
disability.

In the wake of the Christchurch massacre

criticism has been levelled at the NZ government about its
failure to keep a comprehensive record of hate crimes
despite multiple requests from local and international
agencies to do so over more than a decade. Accordingly, I
asked our Government what measures are in place to track
hate crimes in WA. The Government’s response showed that
they have a poor grasp of what hate crime is, let alone collect
data on it. This is deeply problematic – if we don’t know the
nature and scale of the problem then how can we take action
to address it?

I will continue to highlight the need for the

Photo: At the Transgender Day of Visibility with Alyce the Chair of TransFolk of

Government to recognise the importance of monitoring and

WA, Andrew from Perth Inner City Youth Service, Caroline Perks and some of

addressing hate crime in WA.

our amazing Pride Greens crew

Bill to Abolish Ticket Voting in Western Australia
Our voting system is flawed.

As it

This provides a strong incentive for

preferential voting above and below the

currently stands in Western Australia

parties to engage in preference deals.

line.

voters are presented with an all or

The 2017 state election saw 5 micro
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single box above the line and in doing so

services of a “preference whisperer” to
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last
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candidates in the South Metropolitan
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with
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This is clearly not democratic.
During the March sitting in Parliament I
introduced a Bill designed to return
control

of

preferences

to

West

It’s not surprising then that more than

Australian voters by abolishing ticket

95% in WA choose to vote above the line.

voting

and

implementing

optional

If passed my Bill will mean that the
preferences of voters who vote above
the line will only apply to the groups that
voters express explicit preferences for.
Voters who vote below the line will only
have to number their first 12 preferences
for the vote to be considered valid.
Group voting tickets will no longer apply.
The Australian Senate, and the New
South

Wales and South Australian

parliaments have already amended their
legislation to abolish ticket voting.

It’s

time that we do so too.

Alfred Cove Wave Park
We received great news in March with the state
government’s decision to reject the controversial Alfred
Cove Wave Park proposal. The proposal would have had
unacceptable environmental impacts, as well as limiting
public access to our beautiful Swan River foreshore. I
presented a petition in parliament on behalf of Swan
Estuary Reserves Action Group, gave a statement to
parliament, and wrote a submission seeking this very
outcome. A welcome victory.

Parliamentary Friends for Children
Photo: With the other co-convenors of Parliamentary Friends for
Children meeting with representatives from the Valuing Children's
Initiative (VCI). VCI does significant work raising the profile of the
importance of supporting children to have the best possible start in life
within a safe, caring and supportive society.

Bullying in schools
The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence was held on 15
March. Children who are bullied are more likely than other children to be
depressed, have low self-esteem, experience headaches, miss school, and
perform badly at school. They are also more likely to think about suicide
or plan for suicide. Some students, including Aboriginal students, those
from non-English speaking backgrounds, students with disability and
LGBTI students, have been found to be at greater risk of bullying. With
research clearly showing that anti-bullying programs can dramatically
reduce bullying, it is vital the Government invests in these programs in all
schools. As I noted in parliament, it is crucial our schools are safe and
positive learning environments for all children and young people.

City of Perth
This month I raised in parliament a range of concerns about the
ongoing lack of elected representation afforded to the residents of
the City of Perth. I acknowledge that there were serious issues
within the City, and I do not question the Minister’s motivations in
suspending the Council on 2 March 2018, however it is completely
unacceptable that as a result of the inquiry reporting date being

Welcome baby Connie!

extended, City of Perth residents will now have no local

In March we were absolutely delighted to welcome the

government elected representation until after January 2020.

arrival of beautiful baby Connie, daughter of my Media and
Communications Officer Arran.

Mentally Impaired Accused

Youth justice

I have once again raised my concerns in Parliament about the

Research clearly shows that the earlier young people get

heinous Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act. This

involved in the criminal justice system, the worse the likely

time I spoke about the impact the Act is having on some

outcome, and the more likely they are to be involved in the

constituents of mine, whose cognitively impaired son has

justice system in the future. And conversely, the vast

recently been placed on a custody order. Under this archaic

majority of children who are dealt with outside the criminal

piece of legislation this means that their son may be detained

justice system do not reoffend. Although we have clear

indefinitely, even though his original crimes would have

evidence about the need to reform the way we approach

attracted a two year sentence at most. This is simply

offending behaviour in young people, the Minister for

outrageous and is in breach of the UN Convention on the

Corrective Services continues to sit on his hands. I have

Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Ever since the McGowan

been asking numerous questions about the Government’s

Government was elected, the Attorney General has been

intentions in this area and I will continue to urge the

saying that the reform of CLMIA Act is a priority. I cannot

Government to move away from a system that continues to

stress enough how important reforming this legislation is and

criminalise young people whose behaviour is a symptom

I am hopeful we will see the new legislation soon.

and a cry for help.

Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission (CCC)
As I mentioned in the last newsletter,
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my concerns that the Minister is not
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giving reform in this area the priority it

CCC’s report — “The More Things
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deserves. Unless things change we are
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Animal welfare
I am excited to be adding the Animal

We have identified some campaigns

Welfare portfolio to my list of

that we would initially like to focus

responsibilities. I have a long history

on, including bringing an end to the

of advocating for the rights of
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exports and factory farming using

for 29 years now (and never will). I
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am also pleased to be working
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closely with the very capable and
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dynamic
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Greens

WA

Animals

working group.

Kids Helpline

Wage theft

It was very disappointing to discover through my questions in

The McGowan Government has recently established an

Parliament that two out of three calls to Kids Helpline went

important

unanswered last year. Kids Helpline is Australia’s only free,

underpayment of wages or entitlements of workers - this is

private and confidential 24/7 phone and online counselling

commonly known as ‘wage theft’. Wage theft is a significant

service for children and young people aged 5 to 25, and it is

issue, and as many as 50 per cent of temporary migrant

simply unacceptable that it is not able to meet the needs of

workers are underpaid. As I noted recently in Parliament, it is

children and young people seeking help. I will continue to urge

crucial that we determine ways to hold accountable those who

state and federal governments to adequately fund this

deliberately set out to underpay their workers in order to

essential service.

increase their own profit.
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Hakea Prison

FIFO Code of Practice
The Government finally released a Code of Practice to minimise
the impact of FIFO practices on workers’ mental health earlier
this month. While I am pleased to see that the Code is now
available I have very real concerns about the Code’s ability to
provide adequate guidance for managers, particularly those
who are inexperienced or operating on small, new sites. For
example, nothing in the Code is mandatory which further

The Inspector of Custodial Services’ (OICS) recent report on
Hakea prison characterises the prison as “overcrowded,
over-stretched and over-stressed” and draws concerning
parallels between the current situation at Hakea and that in
Greenough Prison before last year’s riot. Too many
prisoners in Hakea are not receiving assessments and not
getting access to rehabilitation programs.
The Minister for Corrective Services has now announced

diminishes its usefulness.
We know that one third of FIFO workers in WA are experiencing
high or very high levels of distress, and that almost 10% of WA’s
population is directly involved in mining. This is a huge issue for
Western Australians and one that the Government should be
taking concrete and mandated steps to address now.

McCusker

from

the

Centre

for

Citizenship at UWA.
During

his

internship

Matthew will be looking
into

the

impacts

of

climate change on mental
health. It’s great to have
him in the office this
semester.

this Minister is not only incredibly dangerous to staff and
prisoners, it also runs the real risk of being much more
expensive to the tax payer in the long run and I have been

Live Exports

Our fantastic new intern
is

band-aid short-term thinking that we continue to see from

following the issue up in Parliament.

Intern news
Matthew

funding for an additional 344 beds at Casuarina Prison. The

I recently made a submission about the Federal Department
of Agriculture’s proposed reforms to the Industry heat
stress

risk

assessment

model,

urging

the

Federal

Government to adopt the proposed model as a matter of
priority.
The reforms were put forward by an independent panel of
experts and represent an important step in improving
animal welfare until such time as this cruel trade can be
brought to an end. In practice these reforms will mean that
transporting animals to the Middle East over their summer
months will no longer be allowed – an outcome that the
Greens wholeheartedly support.

New Zealand tragedy
On 15 March our world was shaken when a gunman killed
50 people at two mosques in Christchurch. This horrific
event felt very close to home – two of my staff are from
New Zealand – and our hearts continue to break for New
Zealand. Make no mistake, what public figures say about
race matters – encouraging fear and hate has to stop. It has
been truly heartening to see more people taking the
opportunity to challenge when they see hatred perpetuated.
We cannot allow the climate of hate and racism that led to
this massacre to continue and on behalf of the Greens I
spoke to the Parliamentary Condolence Motion.

Cashless Debit Card
The WA Nationals recently moved a motion in the
Legislative Council calling for the expansion of the cashless
debit card trial in WA. As I noted in my response to the
motion, the Greens are staunchly opposed to the forced
quarantining of people’s welfare payments. There is no
evidence to suggest there have been positive impacts from
the card, and it has been clearly shown that there are a
range of adverse consequences. People on the card have
reported they are unable to buy second hand goods, they
are made to feel ashamed and discriminated against, and
they have trouble using the card to pay bills. The card is
cruel, an expensive waste of tax payers’ money and should
not be forced on welfare recipients.
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With Senator Rachel Siewert and
Adam Bandt at Momentum 2019

Prison health
It was very disappointing to learn through parliamentary
questions that the prison health reform process initiated by the
former Government has been abandoned. Prison provides an
important opportunity to address the health and mental health
needs of vulnerable populations, yet health care in our prisons
is woefully inadequate, and has been for a long time.
Transferring the delivery of health services to the Department
of Health had the potential to vastly improve service provision.
This approach has also been recognised in the Final Report of
the Sustainable Health Review.
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Alison’s committees

Alcohol and Other Drugs
Animal Welfare
Community Services
Corrective Services
Disability
Education
Electoral Affairs
Family and Domestic Violence
Gambling
Health
Industrial Relations
Integrity of Government
Law and Order
Mental Health
Multicultural Affairs
Pay Equity
Public Sector
Seniors and Aging
Sexuality and Gender Diversity
Suicide Prevention
Training
Volunteering
Women
Worker Safety
Youth

The
Joint
Standing
Committee
overseeing the Corruption and Crime
Commission is currently conducting a
range of hearings including with the
Auditor General and representatives
from other government agencies.
The Parliamentary Inquiry into Alternate
Approaches to addressing illicit drug
use (Chair) has had the opportunity to
hear from a range of experts including
the Chief Psychiatrist, service providers,
WA Police and various peak bodies.

Bills debated by Alison
Bail Amendment (Persons Linked to
Terrorism) Bill 2018
Suitors’ Fund Amendment Bill 2017 and
the Suitors’ Fund Amendment (Levy) Bill
2017
Fair Trading Amendment Bill 2018

