Wishing you a happy and safe festive season!
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A huge thank you to my fantastic team of staff and volunteers for all your hard work this year. I couldn’t do it without you! Shout out to Raveen and Kylie, who
couldn’t make it to our end of year celebration

The second half of the year has been
extremely busy, not least because we
have finally moved to our permanent
office! It is in West Leederville, quite
close to Parliament, in the centre of
the North Metro electorate, very close

amount of work has been
undertaken. This would not have
been possible without the hard work
and dedication of my team of staff
and volunteers – and I’d like to thank
them very much for all they have

to the City West train station, and I am

done during the year.

delighted to finally have a space with

I look forward to returning after the

disability access. My staff and I are
very pleased.

festive break, renewed, refreshed and
ready to gear up for the Federal

Parliament is now finished for the

election.

year, following a huge final week of

My office will be open throughout

extended sitting hours and much
legislation. Most of the year’s
legislation has landed within my
portfolio areas, therefore an incredible

January and I will also be working
during that time.
Wishing you all a happy and safe
Christmas and New Year.

My staff are mocking me

State and Federal Governments must do more to tackle family violence crisis
these services can be around four

We have continued to witness an

program, and noting that the federal

appalling number of family violence

Government’s failure to support this

months!)

deaths in WA, with current figures

program is completely unacceptable.

Family violence is one of the leading

On Friday 23 November I participated in

causes of homelessness in Australia.

indicating at least 28 people have
been killed in suspected family-

th

the 28 Annual Silent Domestic Violence

related homicides this year, more
than double the number last year. It is
more important than ever that our

Memorial March in the centre of Perth.

the year I worked hard with my

The march is held each year to

successful passage of the Residential

parliamentary colleagues to ensure

commemorate and honour people who

state and federal Governments

Tenancies Legislation Amendment Bill

have died in the past 12 months from

commit to comprehensive and long
term strategies to address this crisis.
It was incredibly frustrating to learn

2018.

family and domestic violence related
incidents, recognise the impact of family
and domestic violence on our community,

that the federal Government decided

and to call for improved attitudes and

to discontinue funding for the

While speaking in Parliament to mark this

important program which supported

event I noted the need for more

more than 200 Western Australian

investment in services to support family

women last year. I spoke on this
issue in Parliament, commending the
state Government for stepping in with

violence victims, including better access to
family law services (waiting times for

some short term support for the

prevent many vulnerable women and
children becoming homeless due to
option to stay in a tenancy and change

families safe.

Program. This is an extraordinarily

These new laws have the potential to

family violence, giving women the

responses to keep women and their

Keeping Women Safe in their Homes

During the last parliamentary sitting of

locks or implement other security
measures or to leave a tenancy without
having to pay compensation. This
legislation aims to provide options to
women who might otherwise have no
choice but to stay in incredibly unsafe
situations.

International Day of
People with
Disability
The 3rd of December marked
International Day of People
with Disability. This year’s
theme was empowering person
with disabilities and ensuring
inclusiveness and equality. The
day presented an opportunity
to celebrate the achievements
of people living with disabilities,
and promote awareness of the
challenges faced by people
living with disabilities and the
role communities and societies
play in accelerating the
eradication of barriers to social
inclusion, equity, participation
and citizenship.
In keeping with this year’s
theme I delivered a statement
in Parliament commending the

I’m with Samantha Jenkinson, CEO of People with Disabilities WA and Taryn Harvey, CEO of the WA Association for
Mental Health

Connect With Me project developed
by People With Disabilities WA. The
project provides guidance for
organisations to capture information
based on the lived experience of
people with disability. It’s a fantastic
way of ensuring the people most

affected by a decision have some direct
say in what happens.

I was also fortunate to be able to join
with 500 people from across the disability
sector at a lunch hosted by NDS WA.

Students strike for action on climate
change, oppose fracking
Hundreds of WA students descended on Parliament House on 30
November to demand action on climate change. Part of a
nationwide schoolkids strike, the students’ energy, enthusiasm and
commitment was absolutely fantastic to see.
While there was certainly a lot of anger and frustration at the Federal
Government’s lack of action on climate change, many of their signs
and messages showed great concern with the WA Government’s
decision to allow fracking in WA. It is a concern I share.
The decision to allow fracking in an area of WA almost the size of
Tasmania is an extremely poor one. It is another nod to keeping
fossil fuels at the heart of our energy production.
The South West of WA, in particular will continue to have hotter, drier
summers and it will get hotter in the north and central parts of the
state.

Genevieve Binnie of Save Subiaco and Margaret

Extreme climate events will happen more often. Lifting the ban on
fracking shows yet again that Governments are not yet ready to get
serious about climate change – and that was what the young people
wanted to make clear. They are passionate and deeply informed. We
need to listen to them. Their futures are in our hands.
Picture (left) thanks to Alistair Leith

Reform needed to protect seniors

Lemnos Street Bush campaign update

In late November I received unanimous support for my motion

to delete building envelopes

calling on the Government to reform the Retirement Villages

from within the bushland and

Act. Too many seniors are the subject of unfair practices

require Landcorp to redesign

including complicated contracts; mismanagement;

the precinct in such a way as

discrepancies between the rights of village owners and

to preserve and enhance the

residents; excessive fees and inadequate and lengthy

ecological corridor.

complaints resolution processes. There were 484 enquiries

This is entirely in line with the

relating to retirement villages made to Consumer Protection

Department’s strategy for

in 2017-18, resulting in 84 complaints investigated yet none of

Perth in the future.

these resulted in any disciplinary action. There is little or no

At the time of writing, I am

recourse, indicating that the Retirement Villages Act 1992 is

disappointed to say that

effectively failing. The Act was reviewed in 2002 and 2010 but

Landcorp is asking for the

the implementation of recommendations has been slow. It is

matter to be reviewed by the

crucial the Government acts now to reform the Act to ensure

full WAPC and is reserving

protections for WA seniors now and into the future.

the option to take the matter

Annual Report Hearings
The Annual Report Hearings held by the Estimates and
Financial Operations Committee in mid-November provided a
valuable opportunity to question the Minister’s for Education
and Child Protection about a range of issues including
support for at-risk youth, family violence, support for student
with special needs, school funding, the Minister’s plan to
address violence in schools, support for Grandcarers, FASD
and pay equity.

to the SAT.
Picture courtesy of Bush Not Bricks

Sadly, there still remains
opportunities for the

I was greatly cheered to see

developers to ignore the

the hard work of the Lemnos

clearly outlined planning

Street Bushland campaigners

principles and strategic

pay off in the recent Statutory

direction for Perth’s

Planning Committee decision

bushland.

Inadequate prisoner dental and mental health care costs community in long-term
The Inspector of Custodial Services
(OICS)is regularly raising the issue of
access to adequate health and mental
health care for WA prisoners. I feel
strongly that prisoners who have not
had their needs met in prison are far
less likely to succeed on release. This
impacts on the prisoners and costs the
community in the long term.

access to mental health services in

In late November OICS released a

stop placing mentally unwell people in

damning report of the state of mental
health service provision in prisons,
following his investigation of the
transfer of two women from Bandyup
Prison to the Frankland Forensic
Mental Health Centre. As well as better

prisons, WA desperately needs more
forensic mental health beds. We still
have only 30 forensic mental health
beds, the same number we had 25 years
ago and less than half the number we
currently need. I wholeheartedly agree
with the sentiment expressed so clearly
by the Inspector in his report; “We must
prison, not providing adequate access
to treatment, releasing them, and

state of dental services in prisons.
Dental health is critical to overall health
and wellbeing, and a key part of ensuring
that prisoners have the best opportunity
to successfully reintegrate upon release.
Despite its importance, prison dental
services have been chronically
underfunded, with OICS identifying
grossly inadequate services with
significant backlogs across the state. I
spoke in Parliament calling on the
Minister for Corrective Services to

expecting a good outcome.”

address the appalling gaps in the

In late October I raised in Parliament my

provision of adequate health and dental

ongoing concerns about the appalling

health care to prisoners.

Birth of baby at Bandyup posed unacceptable risk

FIFO mental health

I was appalled by findings in the latest OICS report, which reported the birth of a baby at

must be addressed

Bandyup Prison in March 2018. Just the summary is heart-wrenching as it describes a woman
alone in her cell and in obvious need of medical attention. Nursing staff were unable to access
the cell because no one had the foresight to get the key from a senior staff member at the
gatehouse, despite the woman being in acute distress for an hour.

I renewed my call in early
December for urgent action to
address FIFO workers’ mental
health, following the release of a

The series of events were not only distressing and degrading, but posed an unacceptable risk,

report which showed this section

to a mother and her baby. Pregnant women in custody is not rare and clearly women and

of the workforce experienced twice

unborn children are not being adequately cared for.

the level of distress as the rest of

Much of the work carried out by OICS this year has been in response to incidents like this.

the working public. The findings

Every report has identified failings in record keeping, which I have been raising regularly. The
need for openness and transparency is crucial and good record keeping is at the foundation of
this.

outlined in the Mental Health
Commission report were deeply
disturbing – and presented
undeniable evidence that current
practices in parts of the mining

More failings at Melaleuca Women’s Prison

industry present an unacceptable

Melaleuca Remand and Reintegration Facility is a privately run women's prison in Canning

WA’s population are directly

Vale, operated by Sodexo. OICS raised a range of concerns. According to the Annual Report, in

involved with the industry and, as it

2017-18 the government issued Sodexo with 12 Performance Improvement Notices (PINs)

ramps up again, workers’ mental

across a range of areas including incident reporting, restraining orders, family days and key

health is a huge issue in our

security.

community and one we must

In addition, 11 abatements of between $15,000 and $50,000 were issued for matters
including failures to report and failures to comply with PINs. No prisoners have achieved any
formal qualifications, and at the time I asked questions in Parliament at the end of November,
there were no certified training courses being offered in the prison.

risk to workers. Almost 10% of

address now. The Government
must ensure its Code of Practice
for mentally healthy workplaces
for FIFO workers, which is
currently still in draft form, acts as

Furthermore, according to answers to other Parliamentary Questions, only nine programs

a comprehensive guide for

were delivered at the prisons and none of these were recognised by the Prisoner’s Review

managers on sites. We must

Board (parole board). This is contributing to women remaining in being in prison where they

improve conditions for workers

would otherwise be released on parole. The Minister needs to take a closer look at what’s

and their families, including to

happening at Melaleuca.

introduce maximum swing length.

CELEBRATING PRIDE 2018
I was delighted to attend a range of events to celebrate Pride
month in November, including Fair Day; the Parade; and to cohost Pride at Parliament for the second year. I was also
invited as a special guest to the US Consulate to celebrate
Pride. While much has been achieved in terms of LGBTIQ+
rights, not least with the passage of marriage equality laws
just over a year ago, there is still much to do in a range of
areas. I continue to work alongside trans members of the

LGBTIQ+ community, for example, on the best ways to address the
unnecessary hurdles that trans people face in having their identity
officially recognised. A good start is to abolish the Gender
Reassignment Board. Private religious schools in WA can still
legally discriminate against LGBTIQ+ students, staff and parents.
There is no room for complacency in achieving true equality for all
members of the WA community.

Political donations need attention
I supported a motion calling for political donations and
lobbying reform, including the capping of donations; lower
reporting thresholds and real-time reporting, and a ban on
foreign donations. The Greens have spoken out about these
concerns since our party was first established in 1990. We

Model litigant guidelines needed
I continue to advocate for the Government to adopt model litigant
guidelines. This would require state Government agencies who
are parties to litigation to act with complete propriety, fairly and in
accordance with the highest professional standards.

have strong policies at both State and Federal level that call

Adopting rigorous guidelines would help to prevent terrible

for transparency and reforms of donations and electoral

injustices as the result of poor Government decision making in

expenditure. We recognise the right to express support for a

pursuing legal cases, as occurred in the case of Dr Cunningham

political party through donations is a legitimate part of the

and Ms Atoms. While it is quite clear we cannot always trust the

political process, but we have genuine concerns about large

state to do the right thing when it comes to the appeals process,

for-profit companies and corporations that can buy

frustratingly, the Attorney General refuses to acknowledge the

disproportionate influence. My Electoral Amendment (Access

significance of this gap and has told me he has no plans to issue

To Ministers) Bill 2017, which prevents political parties from

model litigant guidelines.

selling access to Ministers to raise political funds, is also still
before the Parliament.

Engineers registration scheme needed to protect title and ensure public safety
I raised the issue in Parliament of the

registration standards have come into

strongly encourage them to work with

need for an engineers’ registration

many fields and trades across

other State Governments, as well as

scheme, after I participated in a panel

Australia. This allows people across the

training and industry bodies, to create

discussion on the topic at the

country to understand what is required

a more comprehensive system that

Association of Professional Engineers

of someone who has attained

reflects the importance of more fields

Australia division AGM.

registration, regardless of where they

of engineering.

There is currently no nationally

trained.

consistent registration scheme – but it

Queensland is currently the only state

is much needed to protect the title of

which has a mandatory registration

engineer, and ensure the currency of

scheme, although Victoria is in the

skills and qualifications. National

process of debating legislation. I

Physical restraint of students in schools

It is an issue of public safety and an
area that needs to be prioritised.

Planning for the future of Claisebrook

While the physical restraint of a student by school staff may be
necessary and appropriate in some circumstances, for some
children with disability, being restrained can have a long lasting
traumatic impact. Children with autism may find being touched,
let alone restrained, very traumatic, and the use of restraint can
impact their engagement with school.
While the safety of students and teachers in schools needs to be
absolutely paramount, restraint should never be used as a
convenience, punishment or means of coercion. I asked the
Minister for Education for some data regarding the number of
students who are restrained and the number of occasions on
which restraint is used. Disappointingly, answers to my
questions in parliament revealed that the Education Department
does not know how many individual students are being
restrained. This is simply not good enough, and it’s an area I
intend to pursue further in 2019.

Meeting with the Claisebrook Collective, a group of residents whose goal is to
see the Claisebrook station precinct reach its potential as a thriving, sustainable inner city community

Petitions explained...

Affairs. They will ask for submissions

community groups over the course of

from the principal petitioner, the tabling

the year and written the corresponding

One of the most direct ways members of

member, the relevant Minister and

submissions. I am currently writing

the community can put their concerns

anyone else they deem to hold relevant

submissions regarding the Three

before Parliament is through the

and useful information. The Committee

Oceans development in Scarborough

petitions process. It is really important to

may or may not decide to undertake

and the move of the International

speak with an MP before collecting

further investigation and make

School of WA from City Beach High

signatures, as non-conforming petitions

recommendations from there.

School to the Doubleview Primary

cannot be tabled in either house.

If the principal petitioner and/or the

In the lower house, the petition will be

tabling Member of Parliament do not

tabled and the MP and the Minister both

present a submission, the Committee

will speak on it – and then the process is

will not investigate the issue. It is very

complete. The process for a Legislative

important to work with a sympathetic

Council petition is substantially different.

MP who understands the complexities

After tabling in Parliament, the petition
will be sent to the cross party Standing
Committee on Environment and Public

of your issue and will follow through
with a submission to the Committee.
I have tabled several submissions for

School site.
Both are examples of planning
decisions that make no sense in the
context of the community consultation
that proceeded them. I have been
asking Parliamentary questions about
these matters and raising concerns
about the processes that have led to
these outcomes and this work will also
be reflected in my submissions.

Funding for meth services crucial

Better deal for medically retired officers

At the end of November, the Government announced that it
would provide new funding to target the supply of meth into
WA. While this is, of course, needed in the fight against this
insidious drug, it must not come at the expense of other
services which are working.

I was pleased when the announcement came in mid-November

The Meth Helpline, for example, has undergone crippling cuts in
the last few months. Even before this, it was struggling to keep
up with demand. Since $154,000 was cut from its budget in
July, many callers are now not getting through. People are
crying out for help but are not always able to access it.
Supporting WA Police in its bid to tackle the ice epidemic is
important, but the Government must not siphon money from
crucial frontline services to do so.

or ethically unfit. This association with Section 8 created stigma

that the Government would reform the medical retirement
process for WA police officers. Previously, officers deemed
medically unfit were retired under Section 8 of the Police Act –
the same mechanism used to retire officers found to be corrupt
for officers being medically retired, who are often already
devastated by physical or mental injury and the loss of career
they loved. Medically retired officers are workers too and deserve
the same level of compensation as the rest of the workforce in
circumstances where they are no longer able to work. The
Government reforms are a step in the right direction – and not
before time.

Establishing and launching the Parliamentary Friends of Refugees group
The Parliamentary
Friends of Refuges
(PFR) Group was
established by myself
and Ms Janine Freeman,
Member for Mirrabooka.
PFR provides a forum
for raising awareness
and support to refugees
as enshrined in Article
14 (1) of the Declaration
of Human Rights.
It encourages initiatives
to improve the lives of
refugees and promotes
and protects the rights
of asylum seekers and
refuges in WA

Intimate Images bill makes
distribution of photos an offence
It is clearly not ok to share an intimate image of someone
without their permission – and we are increasingly aware of
the distress and long lasting psychological harm this
behaviour can cause. I was pleased to have the opportunity to
contribute to new laws making the non-consensual

Legislation passes to join WA to
redress scheme
I was pleased to support the passage through parliament of
the National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child Sexual
Abuse (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018 which joins WA to
the National Redress Scheme.

distribution of intimate images an offence. These laws also

The scheme provides survivors of institutional child sexual

make it an offence to threaten to share an image.

abuse with access to counselling, monetary redress and an
apology from the institution, if this is wanted. There were a

Intimate image abuse is a multi-faceted issue and requires

number of significant issues with the proposed legislation and

initiatives beyond legislation, including victim support as well

I am pleased that improvements were made via amendments.

as action to raise awareness and change people’s attitudes

I have urged all relevant institutions to demonstrate their

through education and restorative justice. I have called on the

commitment to taking responsibility for the past by signing up

Government to make this work a priority.

to the scheme.

Thank you to our interns
In December we thanked and farewelled the two parliamentary
interns who were attached to the office during Semester 2,
2019. Rikki produced an excellent paper on intimate image
abuse, and her research provided valuable background for my
parliamentary contribution to the Criminal Law Amendment
(Intimate Images) Bill 2018.
Kelly has been looking into the age of criminal responsibility, and
has completed a comprehensive body of research which will
help inform my ongoing advocacy in the youth justice space. It
has been fantastic having Kelly and Rikki in the office and we
wish them the very best for their future endeavours.

Current committees
Joint Standing Committee overseeing the Corruption and Crime
Commission: Currently undertaking an important inquiry into

public sector procurement of goods and services and its
vulnerability to corrupt practice. Many submissions have
been received and evidence has been heard from experts
and public servants. As it’s so extensive, the Committee
has been granted an extension. It will now report by 16
May 2019.
Parliamentary Inquiry into Alternate Approaches to addressing
illicit drug use (Chair): The many submissions received will be
considered over the Summer break.
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Anyone who knows me will know how excited I was to meet Adam
Voges at an event at Parliament in November! Go Scorchers!

P ORT F O LIO S
Alcohol and Other Drugs
Community Services
Corrective Services
Disability
Education
Electoral Affairs
Family and Domestic Violence
Gambling
Health
Industrial Relations
Integrity of Government
Law and Order
Mental Health
Multicultural Affairs
Pay Equity
Public Sector
Seniors and Aging
Sexuality and Gender Diversity
Suicide Prevention
Training
Volunteering
Women
Worker Safety
Youth

Bills debated
Betting Tax Bill 2018 and Betting Tax
Assessment Bill 2018
Criminal Law Amendment (Intimate
Images) Bill 2018
Industrial Relations Amendment Bill 2018
National Redress Scheme for
Institutional Child Sexual Abuse
(Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018
Public and Health Sector Legislation
Amendment (Right of Return) Bill 2018
Residential Tenancies Legislation
Amendment (Family Violence) Bill 2018
Railway (Metronet) Bill 2018
Sentence Administration Amendment
(Multiple Murderers) Bill 2018

